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Upcoming Events 

Dec 20 (Friday) 

Christmas Holidays 

Jan 7 (Tuesday) 

Return to school after 

Christmas Holidays 

Feb 5 Start of Mock 

Examinations for 

Third and Sixth Years 

Feb 14-24 Mid-Term 

Break 

Christmas Thought 

I will honour 

Christmas in my 

heart, and try to 

keep it all the 

year.  

~ Charles Dickens 

(1812-1870) from 

A Christ as 
Carol . 

Lions Club Young Ambassador of the Year 

Congratulations to Daragh Byrne who was recently awarded Lions Club 

Young Ambassador of the Year at a ceremony in the Seven Oaks Hotel. 

Daragh is a Sixth Year student, a Prefect and a member of the Meitheal 

leadership group in Presentation College. He is also heavily involved in 

Carlow Regional Youth Services. This is the second year in a row that a 

student from Presentation College has scooped this prestigious award 

follo i g Gra e Byr e s a ard last year.  

 

Reminders: 

Outstanding 

Bookshop 

accounts should be 

cleared as soon as 

possible. 

Students should 

not be dropped or 

collected in the 

school car park. 

As the first term of this academic year draws to a close I would like to thank all 

members of our school community for your hard work and support for the 

school during the past four months. At this stage, First Year and other new 

students will have settled in well to the life of the school and are making the 

most of the educational opportunities on offer to them along with existing 

students. 

The Christmas Holidays is a time for us to reflect on the work of the past 

months, to take a well-earned rest with loved ones as we celebrate the birth of 

the baby Jesus, and to look ahead with anticipation and excitement to the 

coming New Year. 

May I take this opportunity to wish all students, staff and parents a very 

Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! 

Ray Murray 

Principal
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Presentation College and F1 in Schools 

It s a k a d it s ore re ed up tha  e er! The F  i  
Schools competition returns to Carlow as students in 

Presentation College begin preparing their Five Page 

Plan for the first stage of the global competition.  

F1 in Schools is a global multi-disciplinary competition 

that challenges secondary school students to design, 

build and race miniature compressed-air powered 

balsa wood Formula One cars. The competition 

inspires students to use IT to learn about physics, 

aerodynamics, design, manufacture, branding, 

graphics, sponsorship, marketing, leadership, 

teamwork, media skills and financial strategy, and 

apply them in a practical, imaginative, competitive 

and exciting way. F1 in Schools Challenge is not all 

about speed, competing teams are also judged on the 

quality of their engineering, graphic design, resource 

management, portfolio, media skills, handling of 

sponsorship and verbal presentation of their work.  

The competition begins at the Five Page Plan stage, at 

which hopeful teams submit a brief plan to F1 in 

Schools Ireland outlining their goals. From this, a 

maximum of two Junior and two Senior Category 

teams can progress to Regional Finals. At the Regional 

Finals, the teams must battle it out with other teams 

from different schools to prove they are above the 

rest and progress to the next stage. Students must 

apply the skills needed to impress the judges and 

make it through to the National Finals. At National 

Finals, Junior and Senior teams compete again to win 

the Overall National Title and try to progress to the 

World Finals. The National Finals put the best teams 

from Regionals together to compete to win the 

coveted F1 in Schools Ireland Title and the chance to 

represent their country on the world stage. At World 

Finals, only the elite teams get the chance to battle 

with teams from 36 countries including the likes of 

Germany, Australia, USA and the UK to try prove they 

have the fastest car in the world and that they are 

worthy of winning the prestigious Bernie Ecclestone 

Award and a scholarship to City University London to 

study Engineering.  

Four teams – Renaissance Racing, Apex Racing, Ignite 

and Autolaunch Racing – have recently progressed to 

the Regional Finals in March 2014 and hopefully to the 

National Finals the following month. The school has 

had a lot of past success with Junior Cycle National 

Champions such as Quark, Jet Stream and Synergy 

Racing along with Motus and Raptor placing in 

Second. It also had two teams, Quark2 and Elite 

Racing, place in second at Senior Level to represent 

Ireland at world level in Malaysia and Abu Dhabi 

respectively.  

So watch out Ferrari and Mercedes, as Presentation 

College, Carlow is coming back again with more 

determination and experience to break the mould and 

win the F1 in Schools 2014 World Championship! 

Table Tennis in Presentation College 

Well done to the Junior Table Tennis team from 

Presentation College, Carlow who scored well- 

deserved and comprehensive victories over 

Palmerstown Community School and Baldoyle in the 

Leinster Cup. The team of Tadhg Downey, Thomas 

Becher, Jordan Walsh and Jack Honnen are all in First 

Year. 

Gael Linn Debating Team 

Well done and congratulations to the Junior Irish 

Debating team from Presentation College who 

competed against Abbey Community College, 

Ferrybank and Presentation Secondary School 

Kilkenny to secure their place in the next round of the 

Gael Linn National Debating Competition. Niamh 

Chapman, Anna McHugh and Emily Mulhall, all Second 

Year students, spoke in support of the motion 

Tuillea  i reoirisa air a g uid airgid . 
Comhghairdeachas agus go n-éirí go geal leo sa chéad 

bhabhta eile. 

Karate Victory 

Well done to Ben McMahon from Transition Year in 

Presentation College who won a gold medal in the 

National Karate Championships in Tallaght recently. 
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Ben was representing Askea Karate Club and 

competed in the Special Needs Category. 

Career Guidance 

The first term of the school year is always a busy time 

for the Guidance Department in Presentation College 

as students make decisions about their future 

destinations. Recent visits to the Higher Options 

Conference in Dublin (where students could visit the 

stands of over 170 colleges and other institutions) and 

the Carlow Careers Seminar in the Dolmen Hotel 

(organised by Carlow Career Guidance teachers and 

featuring a vast amount of career options) helped to 

provide students with information and guidance on 

the future career paths. Students have also benefitted 

from recent visits to the school by representatives of 

Carlow IT (Ms. Paula Butler, Communications Officer) 

and Carlow College (Ms. Gertrude O Neill, Marketi g 
Officer). The Guidance Department have also 

organised Study Seminars for Third and Sixth Years, 

helping students with their time allocation to study 

and study techniques. 

Germany/Austria Tour 

A group of fifty Second and Third students from 

Presentation College enjoyed a school tour to 

Germany and Austria in the first week of December. 

Accompanied by five teachers and their German 

language assistant, the group travelled to Munich to 

explore the famous Christmas markets, the Science 

Museum and Dachau Concentration Camp. The 

students also travelled to the southern German 

border for a visit to the snow covered Neuscheinstein 

Castle of Ludwig II, an intriguing trip below the ground 

into the salt mines of Bre htesgarte  a d a Sound of 

Musi  tour of Salzburg in Austria. 

Theatre Trip 

Fifth Year students, accompanied by their English 

teachers Miss O' Neill and Miss O' Sullivan, travelled to 

the Helix to view Shakespeare s “Othello". The play is 

an integral part of the senior cycle English course and 

the experience of a live production is hugely beneficial 

for students. The Second Age Theatre group 

produced, yet again, another excellent production, 

which was enjoyed by all. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul. 

First Year 1A1 Religion class entered the Christmas 

spirit early this year when they presented local St. 

Vincent de Paul volunteers with a Christmas hamper, 

which they had created themselves. Their teacher 

Miss Shorthall, invited local volunteers to talk to the 

class about the great service they provide to the local 

community, especially at Christmas time. The visit 

proved a very positive experience for all. 

Zambia Gathering 

Presentation College welcomed past pupils- who 

participated in Global Education Experiences to 

Kaoma, Zambia in 2006, 2009 and 2012- to a 

ZAMBIA GATHERING in The Seven Oaks Hotel recently. 

They enjoyed a slide show of their experiences in 

Zambia and many inspiring photographs 

were displayed. Sr. Jo McCarthy explained the aims of 

the Global Education Experience, which are; to offer 

students the opportunity to gain an insight into life in 

The Global South and to form partnerships with 

Presentation Sisters' Missions which will facilitate 

sharing and learning. Sr. Josephine Murphy worked in 

Zambia for twenty five years. She shared her 

experiences with the group and described the Youth 

Community Training Centre which she set up in 

Livingstone for early school leavers, where they learn 

many skills, including carpentry, mechanics, cookery, 

dressmaking and computers. 

Entertainment was provided by the Bolton family 

musicians and Transition Years from Presentation 

College choir, who sang the GAHU (Welcome) song 

under the direction of their music teacher, Ms. Lyons. 

Messages were sent to the group from Fr. Eamonn 

Hayden, Bro. Carmine Annuunciata and the 

Presentation Sisters in Zambia. Sr. Terry Abraham, 
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former provincial of the Presentation Order, 

encouraged the 'Young Friends of Nano Nagle to allow 

the 'Nano energy' within each of them to shine for all, 

especially those on the margins of society. She hoped 

the energy of the Gathering would give them courage 

and enthusiasm to forge ahead to create a world of 

peace, justice, love and freedom for all. Ms. Anne 

Keating spoke about the 'Friends of Nano' group 

which meets in Carlow. 

Transition Year student, Lee Campbell showed a short 

film he made for last year's Carlow African Film 

Festival, which recorded the 2012 G.E.E. group's 

reflections on Zambia and their beautiful rendition of 

the Bemba song 'Bonse Aba'. 

The night ended with a draw for a signed Leinster 

rugby jersey. This was won by school Principal, Mr Ray 

Murray who generously donated it to raise further 

funds for Kaoma orphanages. 

The Za ia Gatheri g a d raffle ge erated € , 3 .  
for Presentation Sisters' Mission in Kaoma, Zambia. A 

huge 'Lui Tumezi Ahulu'(Thank you very much) to all 

who supported this event.  

Presentation College Choir 

The Presentation College Choir, directed by Music 

teacher Ms. Maeve Lyons, will take part in a world 

record attempt in Croke Park on Thursday 19
th

 

December. The choir will be part of an attempt to 

have the largest amount of carol singers in the one 

place at the one time. The effort is in aid of the 

hildre s harities Clio a s Fou datio  a d 
Sanctuary . 

Athletics Report 

Athletics in the school was very active during first 

term with boys and girls competing in both Multi-

Events and Cross Country.  

The Multi- Events this year moved to the new indoor 

complex in Athlone where we had two First Year 

stude ts, Caitli  O Sulli a  a d Torik Adegoke a d o e 
Second Year, Ayomide Oke, in the Minor 

competitions. Both Torik and Caitlin finished in the top 

ten and can compete in this age group again next year 

while Ayo put in an excellent performance to finish 

second. There is no All-Ireland for the Minor athletes 

but Ayo will be a strong contender for the Junior All-

Ireland next year. 

The County Cross Country was held in September 

where we won four of the eight races and also had 

several winning teams. The individual winners were 

David Ward- Minor Boys, Laura Ward -Junior Girls, 

Niall Harvey- Junior Boys and Danny Lawler- Senior 

Boys. Laura also won the Brother Invitation Cross 

Country in Santry in October. 

 The Carlow- Laois- Kildare League took place at 

venues in the three counties over the term and when 

all the points were totalled Presentation College won 

Division 1 Minor, Junior and Senior Boys while the 

Minor Girls won Division 2.   

The winning Minor Boys team was David Ward, Cathal 

Dooley, Ben Dorgan, Scott Cooper, David Lawler, Ben 

Costello, Matt Cullen and Dean Malone. The Junior 

Boys winning team was Niall Harvey, Kevin Murphy, 

D.J. Sinnott, Tom Pollard and Jack Mitchell.   The 

Senior Boys team was Danny Lawler David Lawler Cian 

Heffernan Jack Ryan, Páraic Coughlan and Keith 

Noctor.     

The Mi or Girls tea  as Caitli  O Sulli a , 
Anniemarie Lasaki, Ella Nolan and Sarah Whitney.  

Next term we have the main Cross Country races 

where we have great prospects of Individual and team 

success and the track and field events take place in 

the last term.    

Hurling Success 

The focus of hurling activity in the school since 

September has been the Senior hurling team. This is a 

combined team with the Gaelcholáiste with both 

schools providing equal numbers of players. It has 

been a very successful term for the team. They have 

reached the South Leinster Colleges final and look 

forward to playing it in January. Along the way they 

have had comprehensive victories over Coláiste Eoin, 
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Hacketstown, Tullow Community School and 

Enniscorthy Community College and a narrow victory 

over C.B.S. Carlow. The team is very strong, well 

balanced and have given numerous very stylish, skilled 

performances. They have been consistently training 

once a week under the expert guidance of Brendan 

Hayden, Carlow GAA Games Development 

Administrator. A particular feature of this team is a 

number of students who took up hurling last year 

whilst in Transition Year and have made rapid 

progress to the point where they are regular members 

of the team. So to John Murphy, Adam Dunne, Stefan 

Comerford, Owen Scully, Jack Hickey, Páraic Coughlan, 

Aaron Amond, Conor Heffernan and Shane Monaghan 

the best of luck in the final! 

Training for U14 hurling will commence after 

Christmas. 

Camogie 

It has been great this term to see a full school camogie 

team training on a regular basis. The girls played their 

first match on Friday, Dec. 6
th

 agai st St Leo s. This 
as a ery losely o tested at h ith St Leo s 

running out the eventual winners by just two points. 

We are looking forward to further matches in the New 

Year. 

Senior Football 

The Senior Football team had an unfortunate finish to 

the year. They were knocked out of the Leinster 

Championship by Tullow C.S. on Tuesday, 3
rd

 

December. They led for the first hour of the game and 

unfortunately ended up losing by just one point. We 

qualified to play on Friday, 6
th

 December in the Carlow 

Schools finals having beaten Carlow Vocational School 

and Coláiste Eoin, Hacketstown earlier in the year. We 

were out of luck on the night as we were beaten after 

extra time by Gaelcholáiste. The boys showed great 

heart and determination to come back from being 

nine points down at one point in the game. To all 

those who played and trained I would like to thank 

them on their efforts. To the Sixth Year students 

finishing up I wish them well in their future 

endeavours both on and off the field. To the rest, we 

just have to keep working hard and our time will 

come. 

Soccer 

The soccer season is in full flow with four teams from 

the school entered in the various competitions. The 

Under-15 tournament has been very tough and the 

lads were unlucky to lose their first two matches 

against older and stronger teams. However there are 

some very talented players in the squad which bodes 

well for the future. The Under-17 team opened their 

season with a hard fought 2-2 draw with Tullow 

Community School. They followed this up with an 

outstanding 2-0 win against Carlow C.B.S. Our Under-

19 team are having an excellent season and are well 

on track to reach the Carlow/Kilkenny League Final. In 

their most recent match the boys from The Pres 

out lassed a ery stro g St. Kiera s tea  to win by    

4-1. After the holidays our First Years will take to the 

stage. We have high hopes for this squad as there are 

a number of exceptional players involved. Finally, well 

done to all the Presentation College boys who always 

represent the school with pride and dignity. We look 

forward to continuing success in 2014. 

Reminders to Parents and Students 

Car Park - Only parents with orange School 

Passes are allowed to drive into car park 

between 8.15a.m. – 9.30a.m., lunchtime and 

3.30p.m. – 4.15p.m. Also, please respect the one-

way system when entering and leaving car park, 

the disabled spaces and double yellow lines at all 

times.  

Student Appointments – Students, please 

remember to get note signed in advance by 

Principal or Deputy Principal and be waiting for 

collection in Front Hall at the appropriate time. 

Announcements and Messages for Students – 

These will only be made outside of designated 

times in emergency situations. 
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“chool Jackets/“tude ts  Perso al Belo gi gs - 

Students are responsible for their own 

belongings.  Please have your name on all your 

items. 

Receipts – Please retain securely all receipts for 

payments made for Enrolment, Supervised 

Study, Book Scheme, etc. In the case of queried 

payments it will be the responsibility of parents 

to produce the appropriate receipt. 
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